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Into - and out oI - the Bagley lce Fieid is via PautCtauss bBh ptane. Ctaus once skied the tencrh of theThe onlyway into - and out oI - the Bagley lce Fiei

lov'Rying FjS. Fuckl" he shours !s he sh@$ by, his
sKs cLitding on fie ice. A sudden, sav:ge gw hohrs
him into the atu like a helpless marionerrc and depsirs
him with a thump onto lhe snow 30 y.ids dMy.

As IGn flails .bour, rrying to h.e fiinsl{ kon his
kite, Andrew's voice .omes ctackling over rhe bdjo..wlere 

is ereryone?" he *ys. I m alooe, and l cant
s* en)thins. Can someone come ge! me?"

March in Ui:h. A snowkire salesman
Demed Bddn Schencl. whoseiio is
the U.S. distlibutor for Ozone Kires,

had inlited a Broupofsliers andboardefs, rlons
with! few ioumalGts, ro tesr-dive ihennaculous
conftaptions at a spor called Skyline.

BaSley.lttook him 40 days. Flyins is bettei

Prcp€Ied by wind insread of envity, ! snowkne
lets you ski uphil as vell 3s dopn, withour rhe oeed
for a chairlift orclimbing skins. P.oponents of rhe
spori bo far, a frirgy grcup of hard.ore snNboad-
e6, bis-mounrain skie6, and pareglider qpet cl:im
\ites give you llmost slperhuD.n hucking powe6.

In snong winds kift$ c.n rea.b speeds of 60 mpb or
pu a ned tullofexploranon 8e{. NoMdr}\ nearly
JllSourh Poleexpedinons use k,E\.

'This is going to r*oludonize rhe ski industry, '
Bved S.henck, a f.sr-$lke! who could ell sldhoards
to Eskimos. Ozone sold 4oo kites in the U.S. five
ye.E ago. By the end o{ ,006 it had eld 8,ooo. No
one needs lo buy lifr Fsses anymore, orexpeDsive
plane tickets to aons."

But simultaDeously skiing and flyingaro-meler
wide kiie is noieasy. The leahing curue inlolves
being drassed through ihe snow on yourface as
you {rantically r.), to rclelse the red s!{ery carch to
douse ihe kne. I w.tched one no da based mag.-
zine wito get rag-dolled around snoqlr nounrain
meadows, his p.nts filling rh snow, be{orehe
snlked oft to dink ltor ch@olale in an SW cu$ing
bitte4. When you ger iftighr, fiough, n: lite b€ing
iedlo a jeienginej you can €ce!p nountain slop€s
and sctthe rhrcugh the snow n dizzying speed.

One night in Ut3h, as we sat by ihe ch.lerJne,
Schen.k slipped an evuncular arm around my

sholldes and oudined his drcaD o{ ! new snowkn-
inBmecc.intbesnoul'wastesof Ahsla. TheBagley
Ice Fi€14 'he said, is rhe turuB otsnowkiting. wei!
soing to be staging . snowkiiing iesdval rherc every
yeer. You an run for nil6, the. sip ber every nighi.
Theskies a'eblue, thewind iselwaysihee. Who
knowsl Mdybe reI do eme cml Dounrain 6cenls. '

This fi$t trip, he added, would b€ a soii of iesrer.
We euld haw Alakd glides, brand-n* kita, coy
ren6 from Mounirin H.dwear, andrnyhingelse
wed need Io! a pioneingtip io rhe newest snow-
spoll frontier. Schenck had sold me. I sign€d up.

we lefi S.henck b:iled out iust days Hor
dep:nuie, suddenly remenb€ring thar ir
conflicred $iih a business obliBation.

Tl.n his ftiend from MounlliD Hardsea! dropped
out.( li!$had.badfe€liigabouft;isone,'hehrei

roNArsAN GRBEN @rot? dbolt iet-thiinAthe enrir.
Mistisippi k@t in the lulr 1oo5 Mei s louiml.
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oo de third day, ihec i5 a lull, and Claus rhinks we
.an nake n- Beforc taksff he Eads a vene froo e
duct-nped Bible whjle standing undei ihe wjng.
'These nourrains and wh.r yo! ae about ro se wil
show you the mighty power ol cod, he decla.es
ph€n he has finished. This place is evid€nce ofhis
power. I feel .n acidic knot rise iD ny thr@i.

We fly low on a sourheesr beaiDg, skining ihe
slom clouds. ilter ao minures Claus aims for. col in
the banen mouDrains. The skids b@ly miss the ddge-
lire, .nd iust when I fiiDk se1 make a buDing hole
in the ground, he pulls rhe nose up and we skid to a
stopwithin50feero{ihetents. Cni out of here f.st, '
C L u s h. low ow rh e s n d ofthe prcpeller. I clam,
ber out, hurliq ny skis and backp.ck onro rhe snow,
and within 30 saonds he is anbome .Dd nlng hone

,:t'vh

Snowkiting is spectaculario watch, but the
learning curvelypically involves tacetuls ot snow

hels even colder. We congresarc in ihe cool tenr,
after digging h out. Ar fisr rhele 5re iBes of galloft
hlhor, but by the siom s second day a noE sober
mind-set takes hold. When Andw rhaws a bonle o{
Gatondq using up precious tuel,3nd rhen leaves it
io heeze .rain, Ken en r take n. Wha he tuck,
nanl" he spiis. sionpins out of the rehi iD disgust.

Theie is no way ro w.sh, so I hce a teriible
dilemm! at nighi Do I plll the sleping beg over my
heed.nd suffocaE on my own nediev.lstench oi
leave Dy face outside to {re{e? I ch@se th€ tomer,
which only edds rc fie miseryofsleeping in noisi

twoda's, but, om is building wirh
imp6tiedr force. We r.ke off twice bur
have to tum back €.ch dme. Finally,

We had sensibly dug . latdne a hundred yards
from camp, bur it k€priillinBwith snow. As rhe
siom intensified w€ all sEw lazid and stafted lo go
closer to ihe tentsj running out, dfopping our
rrcuseF, and then hastily hitching them up aDd rur-
ningbeck inside asfasfts possible. Bur $is also
prcved h:zardous, because ee were fer.hins snow
Irom outside rhe tenrs io melt for w.rcr.

''Wh.t fie he[?" exclaims Ker one day, point-
ing .t $e pot he is tendin8. I nean ehat is ther?
noadDg on rhe suri.ce is a srip of toiler p,p€r. We
a[ staie ,i our feer awkMrdly.

Thm disasFr sttikes agaiD. Ar 4 e on the rhird
night Andrcw: rcnt conplerely collap*s under the
weight ol the soow. We find him in fte cook tenr in
the noning, shivering unconrblabiy. This suck,
man, 'he chanen, looking decidedly hyporhenic.
His b€ad and eyebrcw e frGted wiih ice, like ]ack
Nicholson's at ihe end o{ Tre Sli,i,8. Olrside, his
tent is a linp shroud buried in snow. Hed spenr
nuch of the tdp detosting bees aod gllping lackj
now hei hriging his head in sltao€. I cani beliae
I was so stupid not to pirch my renftighr, ' he says
moros+ I @uld've died lasr night."

we spend rhe i6t of rbe day digging him a snow
care undei the @k rcnr, pulling our snow wirh . sled
unilweve made a spacebisenough |o stand !p in.
The stom roas oveftead, bur 6ll is eerily silenr in the

Andew's sear is soaked. we dry his sleeping bag
by h.Dging it ovei a stoe while he cu supshieilg
ii dry dothes. We cani deiy hin heat and wamrh,
bothismistakem:ycostusalldeliy. If heh:dbeen
plying .ttenio. lo his own situsrion he wouldni be
buhingoff.Ioutuel, Keh wfiispeF angrily ro Eiic.

That nighi, wnh a conside',ble p5n of our {@d
outside, buried end losi, I sp:nd an hour digging out
apacketof RrneD SpicyChile Chicken noodles
wi$ an ice ax. 'Okay," eys Eric, laking charge. We
willDeed to radon now since we donr know how
long this is goiDg to go on. '

There is no respoDse from aiyone else, iu5r
downcdsr looks. Whar happens il Claus cani get
us out of here ?" Ken sks tinely. There is no way |o

walk outj the nedresr civilization is
Clausi lodge, 7o niles notthwest. Well

eruFed I .wke to .ries of i!bi'
lationoltside. would ya look
at th.tl" Ken says. Pulling bscl

fte teDt flap, I see Molnt Sr. Elias soaring
agein$ en el(lric'blue sky. The an is cnsp
5nd unbelieEbly hsh, and ou clo6es and
tents seem sup.rck€ed in rheblinding
lighi. Cl.us ws right lt: . beaury o{ bib-

LEARN TO FLY A KITE

There's ben no wind, and fius no kitin& for Ih&e
da1s, and erryone seems ren*. Bui ihaas .bout to
chang.j the brceze is pickiry up and an ominous sly
h @lling in. To windless kiter ftese a'e good signs.
Now we1 b€ able io kjre, €rher than doing whar se
should be doing: diggiDs in ro we,ther rhe coming
stom. B€fore I can eveh unplck, ereryone skis dom
from ourc.mpsirc to the i.e 6eld, a hali mile.My,
vhere dey thbw kiter aloft and begin to zip abund.

Chac strikes not long afier In€ skied dom to joii
rhen- Ks has lost AndN, and the 6dios are goin8
halNirc wnh panicled shouting. As I'b belping Ken
to hh {eer.frer his c6h, I tun and l@k up at o( b6s.
c.Dp ju$ in iine to s@ Eri. ch6sing a rcund onnee
e$edition-style teoi ihar's b€ing blown .bour like a
runaway be.ch ball. Oh, nol Oh, .o!" Ke! $reams.
we sor a situadon herc! For tuck: sake, help nel '

An holi laterrhe mother of.ll sroms explodes
arolnd us. We gathei in ihe cooktenr,: enopy
secured Mi a filej@r-deep hole rhe otbe6 dug in
the giound, with snow benches and a c@king plar,
iorm. Andrew wrs found at the spor et which heA
drepped Ken's rN rcFj now, appearing irightened,
he s swiggins hard on a botle of lact
Daniel:. As 7o-mph gus$ b.ner the rml
c.nopy, we spoon dosn hor noodles
before wotdlessly leriring io our rcn$.

Beau* by rcric rcft hil€d ro run up
in AnchoBge due to $e onceladon otthe
Mountain Hardwe guy,I ha€onlyny
nimsy il@-sen tent, a+ich IA dsned
lo us br stosre. I climb in to find a five,
inch layer o{ snow over my sleeping bag
ard cloAes, blown in ftrcugh rhe nesh
sides. Despire four laye6 o{ clorhjng and
my polar sleeping bas, I spend ihe nighr
shiveiing violendy, my bieath tuming to
ice on rhe inside of the rent.

The oext moming I aw3ke rc a podd

sone fish-belly whire. In the &iving snow
I can't even *e rhe cmk renr, u s yar<ls ro
my ght. The temperarure h.s fallen ro

bathroom calk. Levinr rhe relarive
w.mth of ihe cel rcnt ro drop ou panrs
in a iagins blizzard is ! maior ordeal.

''Goddannit," s.ys Eric one moning, sadness and
husd:tion in his voice. I gona tuke a dump.

' IAX 
YOUI AOY!I 'UTE

bdegrRs, bur rhe windchill merns 
't

FmphaIn .lovs18$.r.y.u68.tth.ha|u,tit nly,otsndkitinS

A s d and *ft a an A|ar.n bli.zdd, erB*id'{ 6 $ittty hroli'B ho tlE
A rilq sldh NinstM. |f3 Dl eGy b krn but tte outfih on h.lp

I r yo! n6t r tlF bchnhu.. lrlrHaed lher of*, pdEt ewrnhS
l6oisanddnics.tSh/tre(E E ryL*,ato{t90mindt stnhSatrLrk OU)
.dotfEsFhroi.d!rrtit (ftm t15fu . q..tw tdl{rtr ntturf;m).
l&o actiE in lrbh b Enc Guit lsodl ft! S..rrr didr oft6 b.ginM rd
.drrEd co|rg al !t!s slch ai SLfltdry Rsf,ti 40 nid,tls tom Pa* Cit
(tm t7t pcr,u,l iUE *ds.r!). 0n the Ead C@d Pdltl. SF.b pdido.
gdpl.!s.n310.upblcrp6dca{!llasFiEte@Mion .vH.mpshiE!
re6eba'i: L.lc (i,!r t9t pmft.9db.ccr). JGt r 3toE! ttuu, tDm lh.
&r.l€idlg.SlriR€.!r!Colado||it tu!ofi.rsrlul{aydRtorbcsinm
.nd FiEt€ laau lor iro|! adnnc.d kb6 (tt,r ,75 d id,; .do?&*t!torF
.cdt). lCn t[rsl cdrs.ry t flr, A€dt6 lr.. sno|liti|u cthi6 .t 3ti ruiort5
.nd otn6 b.alids .nud tf, U.s. (t60 lor rbdirrr4 ,es3o,'s r.t ,!ftm). fi you
h.l mutoli and h.pFn to liG m.i s.y, a l@n taL d . nqntain mddd, a
b€sic ffitite st rl5 at S395 rw turf, lfts (tyumm).

Not only have re b€m sard, ft seems,
but theE's nill housh wind lo go. We l@d
tbe s)eds wnh gear and ski down to the
ie field ercitedly. Fi6r we ciDch ouelvg
into ourharDes*s. whi.h resenble gi.nr
p.dded diape6,.nd Idd]i,aldpd!.2? I
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