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N the autumn of 2006 shots cut through the 
thin air of Cho Oyu, a mountain on the 
border of Tibet and Nepal and about 20 miles 
from Mount Everest. Chinese guards 
allegedly opened fire on about 70 men, 

women and children attempting to flee Tibet via 
the Nangpa La pass for the relative freedom of a 
life in exile. A 17-year-old nun, Kelsang Namtso, 
was killed. Her body lay in the snow, on “the 
roof of the world”.

She and best friend Dolma Palkyi had left 
their hillside village the previous month, 
aiming for Dharamsala in India and powered by 
their frustration of life under Chinese rule. 
After weeks of harsh travelling, sick and frost-
bitten, the group’s ill-fated journey ended in 
tragedy.

It might have proved just another violent 
incident that few ever learned about but for the 
fact it was witnessed by dozens of Western 
climbers. Even then, apparently, many kept 
quiet – unwilling to risk the potential wrath of 
the soldiers there or the regime in Beijing, 
which could easily put a lid on future climbing 
adventures.

The teenager’s death was filmed on video by a 
Romanian photographer who was part of an 
expedition. Word seeped out and the incident 
brought condemnation from human rights 
campaigners and some politicians.
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